THE   WAR   COUNTS
important point that Europe would condemn that party which provoked the conflict, the recognition of Serbia's need of a port—-all these points are most justly perceived. He needed only to repeat these words on Jjjly^jS,, l&ifo exactly as he had written them in this document of November 1i> ijgi2. The sole decision over peace or war lay, under trTe "Constitution, with the German Kaiser. Had he repeated his own thoughts on that day, he would have made it impossible for the Viennese Cabinet to take any action, and would thus have prevented any possibility of the World War breaking out when it did.
His change of front is primarily to be explained— setting aside his psycho-pathological nature—by the thought of the assassination of Royalty. This, too, explains the mood of the War Counts in Vienna. It had been impossible to make war in 1912, in face of the Kaiser's veto; but after the murder they felt that at last the moment had come to enlist him for their plans.
In those twenty intervening months the quarrel had not grown more acute, nor had the alliance become more intimate. If the opposing group had drawn closer together, then there was all the greater need for cautious consideration of any conflict in all its aspects before making Destiny responsible. And yet to-day the Kaiser biadc^uarded his Ambassador, who had taken exactly M| pwn previous standpoint, as if he were a cab^-drivef •:)^i^J^|aken.-tibe wrongroad.                .
^P^                     and Germany "dispose of the Serbs,
,|P^^^^?^^|0ow/" .    .     ;        '•"• •       ' '.      .    •         •   •
;..V;:. ;5Cl&!^^:'i,|^comd; motive-—vanity—is at .work in his • tMiBE&? *2S§fc jjjMi^ihe^ shall see that tie does not flinch. "        ; jft^ ^ale^e one detects the voices of the s^r;i^|bip^sect silence of .the servile Courtiers, ^^''"''"^'^^fli:^^^^^^^, the silent looks ^^^^m^^^-^mmK^ ojf the Pan-" ~'"*7ti|g^i|^; war,- followed by each. Ife^-^ptvour- of peace, they-one *:$&• 'a^iJi^^id;. that the •' glorious
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